CONQUEST   OF   TROPICAL   DISEASES
in 1853 in an attempt to find Franklin, returning thirty months'*
later after terrible hardsfxips. Kane had been farther north than
any previous explorer, and had charted a* thousand miles of new
sea coast.
A British naval surgeon, GEORGE BASS (1763-1803), w&ose
name is closely linked with that of his friend Matthew Flinders,
both hailing from Lincolnshire, sailed to Australia aboard H.M.S.
Reliance, explored part of the coast of New South Wales in the
Tom Thumb, a tiny eight-foot craft, and then extended his survey
southwards in a whale boat with a crew of six, mapping six
hundred miles of coast, and proving that Tasmania was not
part of Australia, but was separated by the strait now known
as Bass Strait.1 In a later voyage Bass and Flinders circum-
navigated Tasmania. Bass then set off on a voyage to South
America in a trading ship of his own, which disappeared with
all hands.
In more recent times JEAN CHARCOT (1867-1936)5 son of the
famous neurologist, and himself a neurologist for a time, became
the leader of two expeditions to the Antarctic. He explored North
Polar regions as well; oa the last voyage his vessel, the Pourquoi
Pas ? sank near Iceland and all were drowned.
A final naval surgeon to be honoured as an explorer, although
only a small selection has been made from the long list, is EDWARD
ADRIAN WILSON (1872-1912), surgeon, naturalist, and artist, who
accompanied Captain Scott in the Discovery in 1901, and in the
Terra Nova in 1910* The epic story of the second and last expedi-
tion is familiar to everyone. Edward Wilson of the Antarctic, by
George Seaver, is a fascinating work, which ranks high among
medical biographies of modern times.2 Wilson was a noble and
saintly figure.
A few words may here be added regarding a few of the many
medical men who have explored on land* It must suffice to
select two, the scene of whose labours was " The Dark Continent/*
although the list might be widely extended to include medical
explorers of nearly every part of the world*
MUNGO PARK (1771-1806), after a voyage to Sumatra as ship's
surgeon, offered his services to the African Association, which
had been formed to develop trade in West Africa. Accompanied
1 Laurence Duncan, " Medical Men as Explorers," Med. Jour, of Austral*, 1938,
vol. 3Dcv. p. 875
* G. Seaver, Edward Wilson of the Antarctic, 1933
355